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of him; little suspecting, too, I should hope,
that the most probable means of enticing a man
to become a villain, is to convince him thai the
world deems him to be such. I have known
more than one victim to this treatment, for all
are not gifted with independency of mind suf-
ficient to defy it.
Owing to an insurmountable detestation of
my profession, I spent but a few days of the
week in my parish. It was not that I wa>
careless, and indifferent for the welfare of my
parishioners; for, in spite of myself, I could
not but like them.
Beyond doubt, it is imperative on a clergy-
man ever to be in the heart of his parish, em-
ployed in bestowing, spiritually and corporally,
such assistance as it may fall to his sbare to be
able to bestow. As to relieving their distresses
arising from poverty, my finances were imuh
too limited to be of any avail. With regard to
those who were suffering on a sick bed, with
but slender hopes of recovery, my powers of
consolation were even more meagre.
I have said that my opinions widely differed
from those supposed to be entertained by a
Protestant clergyman ? and particularly so on
the efficacy of a death-bed repentance. Could
it then be expected that I was thus to smear
myself over with hypocrisy, and to a poor
broken-spirited fellow-creating looking implo-